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About us - EU GREEN Task Force

OBJECTIVES

• To propose, to mutualise and to co-organise joint
info-sessions on European calls to the EU GREEN
community 

• To identify best practices in European projects that
could be upscaled inside the EU GREEN network
(best practices in pre-award as well as post-award
activities)

• To implement a specific EU Green training
programme with all the partners on European
opportunities

• To explore the opportunity to apply together to a
Marie-Sklodowska Curie Actions, COST actions,
Widening actions, etc.

EU GREEN European 
research offices 
working together to 
stimulate new 
projects and to help 
researchers apply 
for EU funding



About you 

https://admin.sli.do/event/tBWBHwfvSN7gakTG378gxi/polls 

https://admin.sli.do/event/tBWBHwfvSN7gakTG378gxi/polls


Info Session Learning Objectives

Why are we

here today? 

1. Main Features of 

Horizon Europe Pillar 2

2. Introduction of WP 2024 

Cluster 6 Horizon Europe

3. Practical aspects 

of CL6



HORIZON EUROPE



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 

The strategic plan is a novelty in Horizon Europe 
and sets the Key Strategic Orientations (KSOs) for 
the targeting of investments in the programme's 
first four years (2021-2024). 

The aim is to ensure an effective interface between 
EU policy priorities, and programme activities and 
ultimately, the research and innovation projects 
funded by Horizon Europe.



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 – Impacts Orientation 



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2

• The Global Challenges & European Industrial
Competitiveness pillar is allocated the largest budget of
the Horizon Europe framework programme, with the
aim of promoting high-quality knowledge, technologies
and sustainable solutions in support of EU policies and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

• HE is implemented through Work Programmes (WP)

• The EC normally adopts separate WPs for each Horizon
Europe thematic

• European Research Council and European Innovation
Council have separate WPs, adopted on an annual basis



HORIZON EUROPE WPs

• WPs include calls for proposals broken down into topics and set the budget allocated to each one.

• The calls for proposals are grouped by subject areas – so-called “destinations”. The destinations are 
based on the EU’s policy priorities and the desired impact of the EU’s funding. 

WP

Destinations

Calls

Topics



EU GREEN Clusters

• EU GREEN is a project built on
sustainability that aims at developing
new learning and education models
based on excellent European research

• EU GREEN, in its initial formulation, has
identified an early research strategy by
formulating open and interacting large
macro areas of investigation (research
clusters) in the field of sustainability



EU GREEN  CL2

EU GREEN Cluster 2: 
Agriculture, food, 

and environmental 
sustainability

New agricultural practices 

Reduction of pollutants 
and waste produced 

by agro-livestock 

Quality of soil, water and atmosphere

Impacts on biodiversity

Reduction of pollutants 
and waste produced 

by processing industry  

Adaptation to climate changes

Agronomy

Architecture

Geology

Biotechnology

Veterinary

Economy



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 : Key Features

Impact plays a predominant role in all Horizon Europe programmes, but in Pillar
II it takes on an even more central role (especially for Innovation Actions)IMPACT

CROSS-SECTORAL 
COLLABORATIONAND 

CROSS-BORDER

Collaboration with European Partnerships, industry participation, international
cooperation for access to resources, know-how and markets also outside the
EU is strengthened in order to achieve maximum impact from the implemented
actions

TOP DOWN
APPROACH

In most cases, the European Commission binds the topics on which to do R&I,
identified by the calls



Technology Readiness Level (TRL)

1    2     3     4                       5   6 7      8      9

RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION ACTION (RIA)

Activities aimed at
establishing new knowledge
and/or exploring the
feasibility of a new or
improved technology,
product, process, etc.

Funding rate 100%

Proposal 45 pages

Lump Sum 50 pages 

INNOVATION ACTION (IA)

Activities aimed at producing
plans, designs or drawings
for new, altered or improved
products, processes or
services.

Activities contributing to
Horizon Europe objectives,
excluding R&I activities.

COORDINATION AND 
SUPPORT ACTION (CSA)

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 : Type of Actions

A programme of activities
established or implemented
by legal entities managing or
funding R&I programmes,
other than EU funding bodies

Programme Co-fund Actions 
(Co-fund)

Funding rate between     
30% and 70%

Proposal 70 pages

Funding rate 100%

Page limit 45 pages

Lump Sum 50 pages 

Funding rate 100%

Proposal 30 pages

Lump Sum 35 pages 



• Submit a complete proposal by the call deadline.

SINGLE-STAGE

• Submit a summary proposal for phase 1 and, if the project is 
found to be promising, you will be invited to phase 2 where 
you will need to submit your full proposal.

TWO-STAGE

• Some topics are always open, so you can submit a proposal at 
any time. Cut-off dates mean that all proposals received by 
that date will be evaluated after that deadline.

MULTIPLE CUT-OFF

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Submission Stages



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Who is eligible 

for funding? 



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Exceptional 

Funding 



Horizon Europe Associated Countries

Albania Armenia Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Faroe Island Georgia

Iceland

Israel Kosovo

Moldova Montenegro North Macedonia Norway

Serbia
Tunisia Turkey

Ukraine * UK from January 2024



Any legal entity from Member States and/or HE Associated Countries, including those
from third countries not associated to the HE Program or international organizations
is eligible to participate, subject to any exceptions set out in the Work Program or in
the specific call.

The consortium must be composed of at least three independent legal entities, each
of which is established in a different Member State or associated country, provided
that at least one of the entities is established in a Member State.

Exceptions are Coordination and Support Actions (CSA) for which the proposal can
also be submitted by a single legal entity (minimum requirement), which can be
established in a Member State, Associated Country or, in exceptional cases, in a third.

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Who Can Apply



Type of Participants

Source: European Commission



Total

Budget 

Direct 

Costs 

Indirect

Costs 

Funding Scheme – Budget Based

Actual Costs 



• Lump sums are defined up-front and fixed in the grant agreement

• They are paid upon completion of the activities in work package

• Horizon Europe uses lump sum funding to reduce administration and
financial errors

• Lump sums make the programme simpler by removing the need to report
actual costs

Funding Scheme – Lump Sum



Lump Sum Excel Budget

Excel to be submitted



Any questions so far?



CL6: From Strategic Plan to Work Programme

Source: European Commission



HORIZON EUROPE - WPs Key Concepts

2 levels of 
impact:

• long-term 
(described in 
destinations)

• medium-term 
(described in 
topic text)



Horizon Europe CL6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and Environment

• The objective of Cluster 6 of Horizon Europe is to
advance and balance Europe's environmental,
social and economic objectives by setting human
economic activities on a path of sustainability

• CL6 will contribute to restoring degraded
ecosystems, reversing the loss of biodiversity and
associated ecosystem functions, reducing disaster
risks and enhancing climate change mitigation and
adaptation, as well as the sustainable and circular
management of natural resources on land and at
sea, including by developing nature-based solutions



Work Programmes – Where to find them

Reference Documents (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON


Work Programme – Structure



Work Programme – Structure



Work Programmes – Structure



CL6: Opening Dates and Deadlines



Destinations 1- Biodiversity and 

ecosystem services 



Expected impacts

• Direct drivers of biodiversity decline will be understood and 
addressed

• Protected areas and their networks will be planned, 
managed and expanded and the status of species and 
habitats will be improved

• Biodiversity, ecosystem services and natural capital will be 
mainstreamed in the society and economy

• Practices in agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture 
will be developed and improved

• Biodiversity research and support policies and processes 
will be interconnected

• Biodiversity and health nexus will be understood (especially 
at the level of ecosystems) 

Destinations 1- Biodiversity and 

ecosystem services 



Destination 1 – Calls

Sigle stage

Two stage



Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environment-

friendly food systems from primary

production to consumption



Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environment-

friendly food systems from primary

production to consumption

Expected impacts

• Sustainable, productive, climate-neutral and resilient farming
systems providing consumers with affordable, safe, traceable healthy
and sustainable food, while minimising pressure on ecosystems,
restoring and enhancing biodiversity, improving public health and
generating fair economic returns for farmers;

• Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture increasing aquatic biomass
production, diversification and consumption of seafood products for
fair, healthy, climate-resilient and environment-friendly food systems
with low impact on aquatic ecosystems and high animal welfare; and

• Sustainable, healthy and inclusive food systems delivering co-
benefits for climate mitigation and adaptation, environmental
sustainability and circularity, sustainable healthy nutrition, safe food
consumption, food poverty reduction, the inclusion of marginalised
people, the empowerment of communities, and flourishing
businesses) 



Destination 2 - Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 3: Circular economy and

bioeconomy sectors



Expected impacts

• Regional, rural, local/urban and consumer-based transitions towards a sustainable,
regenerative, inclusive and just circular economy and bioeconomy across all regions
of Europe based on enhanced knowledge and understanding of science;

• European industrial sustainability, competitiveness and resource independence by
lowering the use of primary non-renewable raw materials and reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and other negativeenvironmental footprint;

• Innovative and sustainable bio-based value-chains, replacing fossil-based value
chains and increasing circular bio-based systems from sustainably sourced biological
resources

• Improved consumer and citizen benefits;

• Multi-functionality and management of forests in Europe based on the three pillars
of sustainability (economic, environmental and social);

• Enlarged potential of marine and freshwater biological resources and blue
biotechnology to deliver greener (climate-neutral circular) industrial products and
processes, and to help characterise, monitor and sustain the health of aquatic
ecosystems for a healthy planet and people.

Destination 3: Circular economy and

bioeconomy sectors



Destination 3: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 4: Clean environment and

zero pollution



Expected impacts

• Move towards achieving clean, unpolluted surface water and groundwater bodies by
advancing the understanding of diffuse and point sources of water pollution in a
global and climate change context, enabling novel solutions to avoid degradation
and restore water bodies, aquatic ecosystems and soil functionality, and further
improve the quality and management of water for safe human and ecological use.

• Move towards clean, unpolluted oceans and seas, including in the Arctic, by means
of successful scientific technological, behavioural, social-economic, demographic,
governance and green-blue transitions.

• Strengthen circular bio-based systems to operate within planetary boundaries,
replacing fossil-based systems and their carbon footprint, mitigating climate change,
restoring biodiversity and protecting air, water and soil quality along supply chain of
biological feedstocks and industrial value chains.

• Substitute harmful chemicals for safer and more sustainable alternatives, notably by
boosting innovative biotechnology and other sustainable technologies to create
zero-pollution bio-based solutions.

• Reduce the environmental impact of food systems, e.g., by increasing knowledge of
environmental and climate impacts from food systems and reducing pollution from
plastic food packaging

Destination 4: Clean environment and

zero pollution



Destination 4: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 5: Land, ocean and

water for climate action



EXPECTED IMPACTS

• Better understanding and enhancing the mitigation potential of ecosystems and
sectors based on the sustainable management of natural resources;

• Advanced understanding and science to support adaptation and resilience of natural
and managed ecosystems, water and soil systems and economic sectors in the context
of the changing climate;

• Efficient monitoring, assessment and projections related to climate change impacts,
mitigation and adaptation potential in order to bring out solutions for tackling
emerging threats and support decision-making in climate change mitigation and
adaptation policies at European and global levels;

• Fostered climate change mitigation in the primary sector, including by the reduction
of GHG emissions, maintenance of natural carbon sinks and enhancement of
sequestration and storage of carbon in ecosystems;

• Improved adaptive capacity of water and soil systems and sectors including by
unlocking the potential of nature based solutions;

• Better managed scarce resources, in particular soils and water, thus mitigating climate
related risks, in particular desertification and erosion, thanks to informed decision-
makers and stakeholders and integration of adaptation measures in relevant EU
policies. 

Destination 5: Land, ocean and

water for climate action



Destination 5: Call

Sigle stage



Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy

and green rural, coastal and urban

communities



Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy

and green rural, coastal and urban

communities
EXPECTED IMPACTS

• Rural, coastal and urban areas are developed in a sustainable, balanced, equitable
and inclusive manner.

• Rural, coastal and urban communities are empowered to act for change, be
better prepared to achieve climate neutrality and adapt to climate change, and
use the digital and green transitions to increase resilience and provide positive
long-term prospects.

• Rural communities are equipped with upgraded innovation ecosystems and
innovative and smarter circular solutions that increase access to services and job
opportunities, increase their attractiveness and reduce the feeling of being left
behind.

• Sustainable development of coastal areas, including coastal protection and
resilience, is enhanced, reaping the benefits of social, digital and community-led
innovations.

• Urban and peri-urban communities – including people in vulnerable situations –
can access, afford and choose healthy, nutritious and environmental-friendly food.



Destination 6: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 7: Innovative governance,

environmental observations and digital

solutions in support of the Green Deal



Destination 7: Innovative governance,

environmental observations and digital

solutions in support of the Green Deal
EXPECTED IMPACTS

• Innovative governance models enabling sustainability and resilience notably to
achieve better informed decision making processes, societal engagement and
innovation

• Areas related to the European Green Deal benefit from further deployment and
exploitation of Environmental Observation data, products and “green” solutions

• A strengthened Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS)

• Sustainability performance and competitiveness in the areas covered by Cluster 6
are improved through further deployment of digital and data technologies as key
enablers

• Stakeholders and end users including primary producers and consumers are
better informed and engaged thanks to effective platforms such as Agriculture
Knowledge and Innovation Systems (AKIS);

• Strengthened EU and international science-policy interfaces to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals



Destination 7: Call

Sigle stage



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two-stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA – Innovation Action Total: €11MIL

Project : €5.5MIL

Funding rate 100%

Action Grant Budget-Based

• Activities are expected to achieve TRL 6-8 by the end of the project
• This topic is part of the blind evaluation pilot under which first

stage proposals will be evaluated blindly

Specific Topic conditions:
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline(s): 22 Feb 2024 (First Stage)
17 Sep 2024 (Second Stage)

Proposal 
10 pages

Full proposal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-farm2fork-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-farm2fork-02-2-two-stage


Expected OUTCOME

Project results are expected to contribute to all of the following expected outcomes:

• Reinforced local and small-volume processing of organic food;

• Boosted innovative sustainable packaging solutions resulting in reduced waste (in particular of non-
renewable and fossil derived plastics);

• Fostered innovative supply and distribution models and short trade circuits;

• Added value to organic agricultural products, improved organic farmers’ incomes and their positioning in agri-
food value chains;

• Enhanced market orientation and capacity of organic farmers and small and medium scale processors to
meet consumer demand for sustainable and healthy diets based on organic food;

• Increased availability, affordability and accessibility of organic food with positive impacts on sustainability,
including on biodiversity, on climate, ecosystems services and public health.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two-stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two-stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain
Scope

Organic farming has developed mainly at the primary production level, while the processing of organic farm
products is less developed and regulated. Besides, the organic sector is characterised by its scattered nature, with
imbalances in the food value chains limiting the bargaining power of organic farmers and producers still having
access to a limited number of processors and retailers. Therefore, investing in innovative careful processing
techniques and sustainable and reusable packaging, streamlining the distribution and logistics of organic produce
and agricultural input networks, and achieving a better understanding of quality and safety issues in organic supply
chains, in combination with regulations, is important for creating new value for consumers.

This will enable small organic producers, in particular those located in remote areas, to find an outlet for their
production and benefit from the added value of their organic certification. However, operators are often reluctant
to convert to organics due to the lack of organised and efficient organic commercial supply chains.

In addition to the cross-cutting problems faced by agri-food supply chains, organic distribution can entail high
operating costs and an imbalance between supply and demand. Exchanging experience and knowledge can
encourage the creation of local food markets and short supply chains, and uphold the integrity of the organic
quality of the product.



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two-stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

Proposals should establish and animate locally-driven, multi-actor organic food innovation hubs, bringing together
researchers, innovators, farmers, processors and others, to:

• Develop, test and pilot innovations in organic small-scale food processing, in particular careful processing,
and new, sustainable and reusable packaging (avoiding non-renewable and fossil-derived plastics), optimising
the preservation of nutritional quality, reducing perishability and ensuring food safety;

• Foster diverse innovative solutions/approaches that are tailored to the needs of farmers and SMEs, while
ensuring links between food processing and primary production, and adapted to the seasonal character of raw
material production and processing in small(er) batches;

• Develop and explore innovative supply and distribution models (including business models, market outlets
and marketing strategies, short trade circuits, public procurement, food services), that are adapted to
proposed innovative solutions;

• Assess the impacts of the innovative solutions on sustainability (climate, environmental, social, including
health, and economic);

• Build a community of practice to share learnings, build capacity and support adoption of innovations at scale.



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two-stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

Proposals should cover a range of crops (indoor and outdoor), both arable and perennial, representative of the
organic sector in Europe, as well as the organic livestock sector.

Projects must use the 'multi-actor approach', ensuring adequate involvement of all relevant actors, including
farmers and SMEs. Proposals may build on existing research infrastructures, where relevant.

Proposals are encouraged to build on past and ongoing EU-funded research and innovation projects, and are
strongly encouraged to cluster with ongoing and upcoming projects.

Proposals should include a dedicated task, appropriate resources and a plan on how they will collaborate with
other projects funded under this topic, and ensure synergy with relevant activities carried out under other
initiatives in Horizon Europe, in particular the topic in this Work Programme HORIZON-CL6-2023-GOVERNANCE-
01-20: Developing an EU advisory network on organic agriculture’ and the future partnerships ‘Accelerating
farming systems transition: agroecology living labs and research infrastructures’ and ‘Sustainable food systems for
people, planet and climate’.



Tips to Success: Multi Actor Approach 

(MAA)

• The multi-actor approach (MAA) brings
the right people together from science,
practice, or anyone who can help tackle
the objective of the project

• All experience and knowledge are
therefore taken into account and the
partners create results together, to
answer real problems

• The collaboration between all of these
different partners also helps to implement
results and broadly communicate right
from the project start



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

RIA – Research and 
Innovation Action

Total: €7MIL

Project : €1MIL

Funding rate 100%

Action Grant Budget based
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline: 22 Feb 2024

Specific Topic conditions:

the proposals must use the multi-actor approach. 

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-zeropollution-01-3
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-zeropollution-01-3


Expected OUTCOME

The food sector contributes to food security but is also responsible for air, water and soil pollution. It can
contribute to biodiversity loss, soil erosion and climate change, and it consumes excessive amounts of natural
resources, including water and energy, while a significant amount of food is wasted. In supporting the
implementation of the European Green Deal, the EU zero pollution action plan, the farm to fork strategy, the
European climate pact, the common agricultural policy and the common fisheries policy and the Food 2030
initiative.

Projects results are expected to contribute to all the following expected outcomes:

• Increased overall knowledge of the environmental and climate impacts stemming from the food systems,
including potential trade-offs/synergies with other sustainability aspects (environmental, social, economic).

• Robust evidence-based understanding of the impacts of food systems related to direct and indirect soil,
water and air pollution that drive biodiversity losses, soil erosion, climate change and can negatively affect
human health.

• Improved capacity to reduce the environmental and climate impacts of food systems, particularly in relation
to pollution.

• Support to actors across the food systems through new available knowledge, shared existing data on
environmental and climate impacts of food systems and identification of innovative solutions.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Scope:

There is an increasing understanding of the impacts related to the green-house gas (GHG) emissions stemming
from food systems. Around one third of human-caused GHG emissions worldwide originate from food systems.

A similar share of emissions is also recorded in Europe. Although the largest share of the GHG emissions and other
relevant environmental impacts can be attributed to the primary food production (or harvesting in the case of
fisheries), a significant amount of food-related environmental impacts is also generated in post-production and
post-harvest processes along food supply chains. However, when considering wider environmental and climate
impacts of food systems, more information is needed to understand these impacts, particularly when it comes to
pollution stemming from food processing, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, trade, consumption (including
emerging food consumption trends, such as products of alternative diets), food waste and end of life practices.

The relevant data covering these latter industries or practices are often less available and/ or accessible compared
to the agricultural data, for example through the CAP indicators. At the same time, knowledge gaps also exist
when it comes to environmental impacts of primary food production and harvesting. Therefore, the successful
proposal should fill the relevant knowledge and data gaps. It should explain how it will deliver co-benefits to
some of the Food 2030 priorities: climate, biodiversity and environment, circularity and resource efficiency,
innovation and empowering communities. The data should be aligned with and support the relevant objectives of
the upcoming Sustainable food system framework initiative.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Proposals are expected to:

• Collect relevant qualitative and quantitative data on environmental and climate impacts related to water, air and soil pollution
stemming from the food systems, biodiversity losses, climate change and negative impacts on human health, as well as data on
freshwater consumption, soil erosion, resource and energy efficiency of food production and supply practices.

• Increase the accessibility of relevant high quality life cycle inventory data according to FAIR principles and the EU’s open science
policy by setting up actions to develop, review and make available existing databases.

• Provide new data based on requirements for Environmental Footprint compliant datasets and in line with the 2021 Recommendation
on the use of the Environmental Footprint methods.

• Assess the environmental impacts of food systems from a life-cycle perspective, using the Environmental Footprint methods.

• Identify and map opportunities and innovative solutions, including existing good practices that address the identified impacts and
promote the uptake of sustainable food production (including harvesting) and/ or food supply practices, including consumption
practices, with minimum impact.

• Identify and map opportunities and innovative solutions, including existing good practices, that maximise synergies among the three
dimensions of sustainability (i.e. environmental – including climate and biodiversity, economic, social - including health), different
sectors, as well as actors across the food systems (from production/ harvesting to consumption), minimising trade-offs and reducing
pollution as well as other environmental and climate impacts in food systems as a whole.

• Implement the multi-actor approach by involving a wide range of food system actors and conducting inter-disciplinary research.

• In order to achieve the expected outcomes, international cooperation is encouraged.

• Where relevant, build on and expand the results of past and ongoing research projects and collaborate with relevant initiatives.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Tips to Succeed: Open Science

Source: Claudia Iasillo 2022 –

OPEN SCIENCE IN HORIZON EUROPE



Tips to Succeed: FAIR Data in your proposal

Data will be identified through
labels describing author, title, date,
provenance, DOI] and unique and
persistent identifiers [URL]. Also
indicate that they will be stored for
at least 10 years in a 'trusted
repository' such as institutional or
Zenodo repositories 

Describe how to get to the data and how to
download it, if any. Instead, explain which
data cannot be shared openly, if any.
Specify how access will be provided in case

of restrictions, e.g. through a data
committee, a licence or agreed with the
repository.

Indicate the possible data formats
(CVS. PDF. Xlsx., etc).
It is important to make it clear that
the data will not be encrypted and
therefore reuse and interchange
will be possible

Indicate that all data will
be reusable due to their
licence, preferably CC BY,
and CC 0 for metadata.



Tips to Succeed: International Cooperation



Tips to Succeed: International Cooperation



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA –Innovation Action Total: €10MIL

Project : €5MIL

Funding rate 100%

Lump Sum
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline: 22 Feb 2024

HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture

Specific Topic conditions:

Activities are expected to achieve TRL 6-7 by the end of the project  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-climate-01-1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-climate-01-1


Expected OUTCOME

In line with the European Green Deal’s farm to fork strategy, EU water-related policies (notably the Water
Framework Directive), and the work done and data made available by the European Environmental Agency (EEA),
successful proposals will contribute to increasing the resilience of agriculture to drought with innovative irrigation
systems that increase efficiency in water management.

Projects results are expected to contribute to all the following expected outcomes:

• Solutions and prevention tools for improving water management in particular in areas experiencing recurrent
or permanent water scarcity to anticipate solutions for current and future challenges in water management.

• Support available for end-users seeking to take up innovative solutions in irrigation technologies.

• Unlocking the potential of recycled sewage sludge and other biowaste streams as alternative, safe water and
nutrient supply resources for agriculture.

• Increased socio-economic and environmental potential of alternative irrigation practices such as fog
harvesting.

• Reduced agricultural water demand, as a result of optimized irrigation systems, including new opportunities
for alternative water supplies, and expected innovations from the transition towards more sustainable farming
systems, including agroecology.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture



HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture
Scope:

Proposals should address the following:

• Improve the understanding of the composition, potential for irrigation in terms of efficiency, reliability and cost-effectiveness of sewage
sludge and other biowaste streams, on condition that a safe use of these recycled products is possible, without a negative impact on the
environment, ensuring high agronomic efficiency of the nutrients they contain.

• Integration and upscaling of the on-farm water management practices and results at the catchment level by quantifying the impacts of
water recycling in the whole basin water balance, optimizing catchment-based agriculture production, reducing runoff patterns and
possible changes in hydrological cycles linked to climate conditions.

• New or improved tools for an efficient combined use of water and fertilizers via irrigation for different agricultural systems, including
agroecology, organic production, as well as conventional, intensive or urban agriculture.

• New, innovative forms of alternative water for agriculture (e.g., superabsorbent polymers/‘solid water’), including evaluation of their
socio-economic, environmental and health impacts.

• Improve practices and solutions in small and large-scale farms to deal with the effects of water abundance (rapid showers, floods)
and/or water scarcity.

• Identification of societal and regulatory barriers hampering upscaling of recycled water-use and development of suitable solutions to
increase the uptake in practice.

• Recommendations for improved and targeted incentives and policies at regional, national and EU-level to reduce financial risks for early
adopters of practices developed in the project.



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA –Innovation Action Total: €10MIL

Project : €5MIL

Funding rate 100%

Lump Sum
Go to the 
call

Deadline(s): 22 Feb 2024 (First Stage)
17 Sep 2024 (Second Stage)

HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two-

stage: Innovating for climate-neutral rural 

communities by 2050

Specific Topic conditions:

This topic is part of the blind evaluation pilot under which first 
stageproposals will be evaluated blindly 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-1-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-1-two-stage


HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two-

stage: Innovating for climate-neutral rural 

communities by 2050
Expected OUTCOME

The successful proposal will contribute to fostering a sustainable, balanced, equitable and inclusive development of rural areas, supporting
the implementation of the long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas and its objectives (in particular contributing to stronger and resilient
rural areas) and to its flagship initiative “Research and innovation for rural communities”, the European Green Deal, in particular the
climate pact, the fit for 55 package, the forest and biodiversity strategies, and the new soil strategy as well as the territorial agenda 2030,
the common agricultural policy (CAP) and the REPowerEU plan. In addition, proposals will complement the EU Mission Climate-Neutral and
Smart Cities, covering sparsely populated areas, and contribute to the objectives of the EU Mission ‘A Soil Deal for Europe’.

Project results are expected to contribute to all of following expected outcomes:

• Rural communities are empowered and engaged in the green transition and equipped with strategies and innovative solutions to
contribute to EU’s climate-neutrality objectives (by 2035 and 2050) and benefit from a climate-neutral economy;

• Rural communities take advantage of data, interoperable platforms and digital technologies available to help them meet climate-
neutrality objectives, such as dashboards, data visualisation techniques, modelling, digital twins of entire rural communities and tools
contributing to spatial planning;

• Policy makers are better informed about policy and regulatory frameworks, conditions and processes that are likely to encourage
rural areas’ climate-neutrality while sustaining an adequate social welfare and well-being and avoiding negative social, economic and
environmental externalities;

• A stronger rural innovation ecosystem is in place bringing together public and private players and making rural areas an attractive
place for innovators to work and live.



Scope:

Proposals should address the following:

• design, prototype and test concrete innovations (technical, social, organisational) supporting climate-neutrality, zero pollution
and biodiversity enhancement in rural communities, possibly including initiatives such as nature-based solutions (NBS),
circularity and bioeconomy, bio-based solutions, community-energy systems, climate-neutral mobility, fire-prevention, etc.
Innovations should be co-created with rural stakeholders to respond to their needs and tested for their feasibility for the
territorial development opportunities or drawbacks that they bring;

• include training and capacity building for local administrations and rural stakeholders in order to create and maintain a rural
innovation ecosystem and enable them to make use or benefit from the successful innovations developed and from existing
funding opportunities for the green and digital transitions;

• boost networking and enhance peer-to-peer learning between communities and capitalise on lessons learnt making them
available as recommendations for policy makers at various levels (European, national, regional and local);

• Proposals are encouraged to fully exploit and build complementarities with the ongoing work regarding the establishment of
the European Open Science Cloud and interact with relevant projects developing metadata standards and added value tools to
ensure interoperability within and across fields of study.

• This topic should involve the effective contribution of social sciences and humanities (SSH), (e.g., for expertise in behavioural
change, etc.) and must implement the multi-actor approach by involving relevant stakeholders from an early stage (e.g. rural
communities representatives, small-medium enterprises -SMEs, etc., end-users, local authorities, etc.).

HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two-

stage: Innovating for climate-neutral rural 

communities by 2050



European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)



European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)

You can search your data based on either for Scientific domain or Categories

Interface where 

information will appear 



Tips to Succeed: Social Sciences and 

Humanities (SSH)



Tips to Succeed: Social Sciences and 

Humanities in CL6
Destination 1 Destination 2 

Destination 3 Destination 4

Destination 5  Destination 6 

Destination 7

Non-Exhaustive list



Tips to Succeed: Social Sciences and 

Humanities in CL6



Any Questions so far?



Tips to Succeed: Time to Grant



Tips to Succeed: Evaluation Criteria

EXCELLENCE IMPACT
QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

Score from 0 to 5 (threshold = 3) for each criteria
Minimun overall threshold = 10/15

EX AEQUO
➢ Proposals that address aspects of the call that were not addressed by higher-scoring proposals

➢ Excellence Score > Impact Score

➢ For IA the impact is assigned a weight of 1.5

EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE



Tips to Succeed: Excellence 



Tips to Succeed: IMPACT



Tips to Succeed: Impact vs Outcome

IMPACT OUTCOME



Tips to Succeed: Communication –

Dissemination and Exploitation



Tips to Succeed: Implementation



Tips to Succeed: Common Errors



Tips to Succeed: How to write a proposal



EU Green Matchmaking Platform



Useful links

1. Funding & tender opportunities – Reference Documents

2. Work programme 23-24 Cluster 6 

3. European Commission - Info day - Cluster 6

4. List of AC and Third countries

5. EOSC

6. EU GREEN WP3 Research Website

7. EU GREEN Matchmaking Platform

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents?selectedProgrammePeriod=2021-2027&selectedProgramme=HORIZON
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2tcohVdY0dfgCvuJRj8RTw/programme
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://eosc-portal.eu/
https://wp3eugreen.univ-angers.fr/en/calls/q-a.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1L9HaDG-u_mfta2LyHZFiyCyqmCWHZliK


Thank you!



Q&A



Funded by the European Union under Agreement nº:101089896. Views and opinions expressed

are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European

Union or European Union or European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA).

Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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