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About us - EU GREEN Task Force

OBJECTIVES

Å To propose,to mutualiseand to co-organisejoint
info-sessionson Europeancalls to the EUGREEN
community 

Å Toidentify best practicesin Europeanprojectsthat
could be upscaledinside the EU GREENnetwork
(bestpracticesin pre-award aswell aspost-award
activities)

Å To implement a specific EU Green training
programme with all the partners on European
opportunities

Å To explore the opportunity to apply together to a
Marie-Sklodowska Curie Actions, COSTactions,
Wideningactions,etc.

EU GREEN European 
research offices 
working together to 
stimulate new 
projects and to help 
researchers apply 
for EU funding



About you 

https://admin.sli.do/event/tBWBHwfvSN7gakTG378gxi/polls 

https://admin.sli.do/event/tBWBHwfvSN7gakTG378gxi/polls


Info Session Learning Objectives

Why are we

here today ? 

1. Main Features of 

Horizon Europe Pillar 2

2. Introduction of WP 2024 

Cluster 6 Horizon Europe

3. Practical aspects 

of CL6



HORIZON EUROPE



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 

The strategic plan is a novelty in Horizon Europe 
and sets the Key Strategic Orientations (KSOs) for 
the targeting of investments in the programme's 
first four years (2021-2024). 

The aim is to ensure an effective interface between 
EU policy priorities, and programme activities and 
ultimately, the research and innovation projects 
funded by Horizon Europe.



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 



The Strategic Plan 2021-2024 ςImpacts Orientation 



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2

Å The Global Challenges & European Industrial
Competitivenesspillar is allocatedthe largestbudgetof
the Horizon Europe framework programme, with the
aim of promoting high-quality knowledge,technologies
and sustainablesolutions in support of EUpoliciesand
the SustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)

Å HEis implementedthroughWork Programmes(WP)

Å TheECnormallyadoptsseparateWPsfor eachHorizon
Europethematic

Å EuropeanResearchCouncil and EuropeanInnovation
CouncilhaveseparateWPs,adoptedon anannualbasis



HORIZON EUROPE WPs

Å WPs include calls for proposals broken down into topics and set the budget allocated to each one.

Å The calls for proposals are grouped by subject areas ς so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άdestinationsέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ. 

WP

Destinations

Calls

Topics



EU GREEN Clusters

Å EU GREEN is a project built on
sustainability that aims at developing
new learning and education models
basedon excellentEuropeanresearch

Å EUGREEN,in its initial formulation, has
identified an early researchstrategy by
formulating open and interacting large
macro areasof investigation (research
clusters)in the field of sustainability



EU GREEN  CL2

EU GREEN Cluster 2: 
Agriculture, food, 

and environmental 
sustainability

New agricultural practices 

Reduction of pollutants 
and waste produced 

by agro-livestock 

Quality of soil, water and atmosphere

Impacts on biodiversity

Reduction of pollutants 
and waste produced 

by processing industry  

Adaptation to climate changes

Agronomy

Architecture

Geology

Biotechnology

Veterinary

Economy



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 : Key Features

Impactplaysa predominantrole in all HorizonEuropeprogrammes, but in Pillar
II it takeson anevenmorecentralrole (especiallyfor InnovationActions)IMPACT

CROSS-SECTORAL 
COLLABORATIONAND 

CROSS-BORDER

Collaborationwith EuropeanPartnerships,industryparticipation,international
cooperationfor accessto resources,know-how and marketsalso outside the
EUis strengthenedin order to achievemaximumimpactfrom the implemented
actions

TOP DOWN
APPROACH

In most cases,the EuropeanCommissionbindsthe topicson which to do R&I,
identifiedby the calls



Technology Readiness Level (TRL)

1    2     3     4                       5   6 7      8      9

RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION ACTION (RIA)

Activities aimed at
establishingnew knowledge
and/or exploring the
feasibility of a new or
improved technology,
product,process,etc.

Funding rate 100%

Proposal 45 pages

Lump Sum 50 pages 

INNOVATION ACTION (IA)

Activitiesaimedat producing
plans, designs or drawings
for new, alteredor improved
products, processes or
services.

Activities contributing to
HorizonEuropeobjectives,
excludingR&Iactivities.

COORDINATION AND 
SUPPORT ACTION (CSA)

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 : Type of Actions

A programme of activities
established or implemented
by legal entities managingor
funding R&I programmes,
other than EUfundingbodies

ProgrammeCo-fund Actions 
(Co-fund)

Funding rate between     
30% and 70%

Proposal 70 pages

Funding rate 100%

Page limit 45 pages

Lump Sum 50 pages 

Funding rate 100%

Proposal 30 pages

Lump Sum 35 pages 



ωSubmit a complete proposal by the call deadline.

SINGLE-STAGE

ωSubmit a summary proposal for phase 1 and, if the project is 
found to be promising, you will be invited to phase 2 where 
you will need to submit your full proposal.

TWO-STAGE

ωSome topics are always open, so you can submit a proposal at 
any time. Cut-off dates mean that all proposals received by 
that date will be evaluated after that deadline.

MULTIPLE CUT-OFF

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Submission Stages



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Who is eligible 

for funding? 



HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Exceptional 

Funding 



Horizon Europe Associated Countries

Albania Armenia Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Faroe Island Georgia

Iceland

Israel Kosovo

Moldova Montenegro North Macedonia Norway

Serbia
Tunisia Turkey

Ukraine * UK from January 2024



Any legalentity from MemberStatesand/or HEAssociatedCountries,includingthose
from third countriesnot associatedto the HEProgramor internationalorganizations
is eligibleto participate,subjectto anyexceptionsset out in the Work Programor in
the specificcall.

Theconsortiummust be composedof at least three independentlegalentities, each
of which is establishedin a different Member Stateor associatedcountry, provided
that at leastoneof the entitiesisestablishedin a MemberState.

Exceptionsare Coordinationand SupportActions (CSA)for which the proposalcan
also be submitted by a single legal entity (minimum requirement), which can be
establishedin a MemberState,AssociatedCountryor, in exceptionalcases,in a third.

HORIZON EUROPE Pillar 2 - Who Can Apply



Type of Participants

Source: European Commission



Total

Budget 

Direct 

Costs 

Indirect

Costs 

Funding Scheme ïBudget Based

Actual Costs 



ÅLumpsumsaredefinedup-front andfixed in the grant agreement

ÅTheyarepaid uponcompletionof the activitiesin work package

ÅHorizon Europe uses lump sum funding to reduce administration and
financialerrors

ÅLumpsumsmakethe programmesimplerby removingthe needto report
actualcosts

Funding Scheme ïLump Sum



Lump Sum Excel Budget

Excel to be submitted



Any questions so far?



CL6: From Strategic Plan to Work Programme

Source: European Commission



HORIZON EUROPE - WPs Key Concepts

2 levels of 
impact:

Å long-term 
(described in 
destinations)

Å medium-term 
(described in 
topic text)



Horizon Europe CL6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and Environment

Å The objective of Cluster6 of HorizonEuropeis to
advance and balance Europe's environmental,
social and economic objectives by setting human
economicactivitieson a path of sustainability

Å CL6 will contribute to restoring degraded
ecosystems,reversingthe loss of biodiversity and
associatedecosystemfunctions, reducing disaster
risksand enhancingclimate changemitigation and
adaptation, as well as the sustainableand circular
managementof natural resourceson land and at
sea,includingby developingnature-basedsolutions



Work Programmes ïWhere to find them

Reference Documents (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents;programCode=HORIZON


Work Programme ïStructure



Work Programme ïStructure



Work Programmes ïStructure



CL6: Opening Dates and Deadlines



Destinations 1 - Biodiversity and 

ecosystem services 



Expected impacts

Å Direct drivers of biodiversity decline will be understood and 
addressed

Å Protected areas and their networks will be planned, 
managed and expanded and the status of species and 
habitats will be improved

Å Biodiversity, ecosystem services and natural capital will be 
mainstreamed in the society and economy

Å Practices in agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture 
will be developed and improved

Å Biodiversity research and support policies and processes 
will be interconnected

Å Biodiversity and health nexus will be understood (especially 
at the level of ecosystems) 

Destinations 1 - Biodiversity and 

ecosystem services 



Destination 1 ïCalls

Sigle stage

Two stage



Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environment -

friendly food systems from primary

production to consumption



Destination 2: Fair, healthy and environment -

friendly food systems from primary

production to consumption

Expectedimpacts

Å Sustainable, productive, climate-neutral and resilient farming
systemsprovidingconsumerswith affordable,safe,traceablehealthy
and sustainable food, while minimising pressure on ecosystems,
restoring and enhancingbiodiversity, improving public health and
generatingfair economicreturnsfor farmers;

Å Sustainablefisheries and aquaculture increasingaquatic biomass
production,diversificationand consumptionof seafoodproductsfor
fair, healthy,climate-resilientandenvironment-friendly food systems
with low impacton aquaticecosystemsandhighanimalwelfare; and

Å Sustainable, healthy and inclusive food systems delivering co-
benefits for climate mitigation and adaptation, environmental
sustainabilityand circularity,sustainablehealthy nutrition, safefood
consumption,food poverty reduction, the inclusionof marginalised
people, the empowerment of communities, and flourishing
businesses) 



Destination 2 - Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 3: Circular economy and

bioeconomy sectors



Expected impacts

Å Regional,rural, local/urban and consumer-basedtransitions towardsa sustainable,
regenerative,inclusiveand just circulareconomyandbioeconomyacrossall regions
of Europebasedon enhancedknowledgeandunderstandingof science;

Å Europeanindustrial sustainability,competitivenessand resourceindependenceby
loweringthe useof primarynon-renewableraw materialsand reducinggreenhouse
gasemissionsandother negativeenvironmentalfootprint;

Å Innovative and sustainable bio-based value-chains, replacing fossil-based value
chainsand increasingcircularbio-basedsystemsfrom sustainablysourcedbiological
resources

Å Improvedconsumerand citizenbenefits;

Å Multi -functionality and managementof forests in Europebasedon the three pillars
of sustainability(economic,environmentalandsocial);

Å Enlarged potential of marine and freshwater biological resources and blue
biotechnology to deliver greener (climate-neutral circular) industrial products and
processes,and to help characterise, monitor and sustain the health of aquatic
ecosystemsfor a healthyplanetandpeople.

Destination 3: Circular economy and

bioeconomy sectors



Destination 3: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 4: Clean environment and

zero pollution



Expected impacts

Å Move towardsachievingclean,unpollutedsurfacewater andgroundwaterbodiesby
advancingthe understandingof diffuse and point sourcesof water pollution in a
global and climate changecontext, enablingnovel solutionsto avoid degradation
and restore water bodies, aquatic ecosystemsand soil functionality, and further
improvethe qualityandmanagementof water for safehumanandecologicaluse.

Å Move towards clean,unpolluted oceansand seas, includingin the Arctic,by means
of successfulscientific technological,behavioural, social-economic,demographic,
governanceandgreen-bluetransitions.

Å Strengthen circular bio-based systems to operate within planetary boundaries,
replacingfossil-basedsystemsandtheir carbonfootprint, mitigatingclimatechange,
restoringbiodiversityandprotectingair, water andsoil quality alongsupplychainof
biologicalfeedstocksandindustrialvaluechains.

Å Substituteharmful chemicalsfor saferandmoresustainablealternatives,notablyby
boosting innovative biotechnologyand other sustainabletechnologiesto create
zero-pollutionbio-basedsolutions.

Å Reducethe environmental impact of food systems, e.g., by increasingknowledgeof
environmentaland climate impactsfrom food systemsand reducingpollution from
plasticfood packaging

Destination 4: Clean environment and

zero pollution



Destination 4: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 5: Land, ocean and

water for climate action



EXPECTEDIMPACTS

ÅBetter understandingand enhancingthe mitigation potential of ecosystemsand
sectorsbasedon the sustainablemanagementof naturalresources;

ÅAdvancedunderstandingand scienceto support adaptation and resilienceof natural
andmanagedecosystems,water andsoil systemsandeconomicsectorsin the context
of the changingclimate;

ÅEfficient monitoring, assessmentand projections related to climate changeimpacts,
mitigation and adaptation potential in order to bring out solutions for tackling
emerging threats and support decision-making in climate change mitigation and
adaptationpoliciesat Europeanandgloballevels;

ÅFosteredclimate changemitigation in the primary sector, includingby the reduction
of GHG emissions, maintenance of natural carbon sinks and enhancement of
sequestrationandstorageof carbonin ecosystems;

Å Improved adaptive capacity of water and soil systems and sectors including by
unlockingthe potentialof naturebasedsolutions;

ÅBetter managedscarceresources,in particularsoilsandwater, thus mitigating climate
related risks, in particular desertification and erosion, thanks to informed decision-
makers and stakeholdersand integration of adaptation measuresin relevant EU
policies. 

Destination 5: Land, ocean and

water for climate action



Destination 5: Call

Sigle stage



Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy

and green rural, coastal and urban

communities



Destination 6: Resilient, inclusive, healthy

and green rural, coastal and urban

communities
EXPECTEDIMPACTS

ÅRural,coastalandurbanareasaredevelopedin a sustainable,balanced,equitable
andinclusivemanner.

ÅRural, coastal and urban communities are empowered to act for change,be
better preparedto achieveclimate neutrality and adapt to climate change,and
use the digital and green transitions to increaseresilienceand provide positive
long-term prospects.

ÅRural communities are equipped with upgraded innovation ecosystemsand
innovative and smartercircularsolutions that increaseaccessto servicesand job
opportunities, increasetheir attractivenessand reduce the feeling of being left
behind.

ÅSustainable development of coastal areas, including coastal protection and
resilience,is enhanced,reapingthe benefits of social,digital and community-led
innovations.

ÅUrban and peri-urban communitiesςincludingpeople in vulnerablesituationsς
canaccess,afford andchoosehealthy,nutritiousandenvironmental-friendlyfood.



Destination 6: Calls

Sigle stage Two stages



Destination 7: Innovative governance,

environmental observations and digital

solutions in support of the Green Deal



Destination 7: Innovative governance,

environmental observations and digital

solutions in support of the Green Deal
EXPECTEDIMPACTS

Å Innovative governancemodels enablingsustainabilityand resiliencenotably to
achieve better informed decision making processes,societal engagementand
innovation

ÅAreasrelated to the EuropeanGreenDealbenefit from further deployment and
exploitation of EnvironmentalObservationdata, productsandάƎǊŜŜƴέsolutions

ÅA strengthenedGlobalEarthObservationSystemof Systems(GEOSS)

ÅSustainabilityperformanceand competitivenessin the areascoveredby Cluster6
are improvedthrough further deploymentof digital and data technologiesaskey
enablers

ÅStakeholdersand end users including primary producers and consumersare
better informed and engagedthanks to effective platforms such as Agriculture
KnowledgeandInnovationSystems(AKIS);

ÅStrengthened EU and international science-policy interfaces to achieve the
SustainableDevelopmentGoals



Destination 7: Call

Sigle stage



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two -stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA ς Innovation Action ¢ƻǘŀƭΥ ϵммaL[

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Υ ϵрΦрaL[

Funding rate 100%

Action Grant Budget-Based

Å Activitiesareexpectedto achieveTRL6-8 by the endof the project
Å This topic is part of the blind evaluation pilot under which first

stageproposalswill beevaluatedblindly

Specific Topic conditions:
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline(s): 22 Feb 2024 (First Stage)
17 Sep 2024 (Second Stage)

Proposal 
10 pages

Full proposal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-farm2fork-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-farm2fork-02-2-two-stage


Expected OUTCOME

Projectresultsareexpectedto contribute to all of the following expectedoutcomes:

Å Reinforcedlocalandsmall-volumeprocessingof organicfood;

Å Boosted innovative sustainable packaging solutions resulting in reduced waste (in particular of non-
renewableandfossilderivedplastics);

Å Fosteredinnovativesupplyanddistribution modelsandshort tradecircuits;

Å Addedvalueto organicagriculturalproducts, improvedorganicŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩincomesandtheir positioningin agri-
food valuechains;

Å Enhancedmarket orientation and capacityof organic farmers and small and medium scaleprocessorsto
meetconsumerdemandfor sustainableandhealthydietsbasedon organicfood;

Å Increasedavailability, affordability and accessibilityof organicfood with positive impactson sustainability,
includingon biodiversity,on climate,ecosystemsservicesandpublichealth.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two -stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two -stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain
Scope

Organicfarming has developedmainly at the primary production level, while the processingof organic farm
productsis lessdevelopedandregulated. Besides,the organicsectoris characterisedby its scatterednature,with
imbalancesin the food valuechainslimiting the bargainingpower of organicfarmersand producersstill having
accessto a limited number of processorsand retailers. Therefore, investing in innovative careful processing
techniquesand sustainableand reusablepackaging, streamliningthe distribution andlogisticsof organicproduce
andagriculturalinput networks,andachievinga better understandingof qualityandsafetyissuesin organicsupply
chains,in combinationwith regulations,is important for creatingnew valuefor consumers.

Thiswill enablesmall organicproducers, in particular those located in remote areas,to find an outlet for their
productionandbenefit from the addedvalueof their organiccertification. However,operatorsareoften reluctant
to convertto organicsdueto the lackof organisedandefficient organiccommercialsupplychains.

In addition to the cross-cutting problemsfaced by agri-food supply chains,organicdistribution can entail high
operating costs and an imbalancebetween supply and demand. Exchangingexperienceand knowledgecan
encouragethe creation of local food markets and short supply chains, and uphold the integrity of the organic
qualityof the product.



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two -stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

Proposalsshouldestablishandanimatelocally-driven,multi-actororganicfood innovationhubs,bringingtogether
researchers,innovators,farmers,processorsandothers,to:

Å Develop,test and pilot innovations in organicsmall-scalefood processing, in particular careful processing,
and new, sustainableand reusablepackaging(avoidingnon-renewableand fossil-derivedplastics),optimising
the preservationof nutritional quality,reducingperishabilityandensuringfood safety;

Å Fosterdiverseinnovativesolutions/approachesthat are tailored to the needsof farmers and SMEs, while
ensuringlinksbetweenfood processingandprimaryproduction,andadaptedto the seasonalcharacterof raw
materialproductionandprocessingin small(er)batches;

Å Developand explore innovativesupplyand distribution models(including businessmodels,market outlets
and marketing strategies, short trade circuits, public procurement, food services), that are adapted to
proposedinnovativesolutions;

Å Assessthe impacts of the innovative solutions on sustainability (climate, environmental,social, including
health,andeconomic);

Å Builda communityof practiceto sharelearnings, build capacityandsupportadoptionof innovationsat scale.



HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-2-two -stage: 

Sustainable organic food innovation labs: reinforcing 

the entire value chain

Proposalsshouldcover a rangeof crops(indoor and outdoor), both arableand perennial,representativeof the
organicsectorin Europe,aswell asthe organiclivestocksector.

Projectsmust use the 'multi -actor approach', ensuringadequate involvement of all relevant actors, including
farmersandSMEs. Proposalsmaybuild on existingresearchinfrastructures,whererelevant.

Proposalsare encouragedto build on past and ongoing EU-funded researchand innovation projects, and are
stronglyencouragedto clusterwith ongoingandupcomingprojects.

Proposalsshould include a dedicatedtask, appropriate resourcesand a plan on how they will collaboratewith
other projects funded under this topic, and ensure synergywith relevant activities carried out under other
initiatives in HorizonEurope,in particular the topic in this Work ProgrammeHORIZON-CL6-2023-GOVERNANCE-
01-20: Developingan EU advisorynetwork on organicŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩand the future partnershipsΨ!ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ
farmingsystemstransition: agroecologyliving labsandresearchƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΩandΨ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜfood systemsfor
people,planetandŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΩ.



Tips to Success: Multi Actor Approach 

(MAA)

Å The multi-actor approach (MAA) brings
the right people together from science,
practice, or anyone who can help tackle
the objectiveof the project

Å All experience and knowledge are
therefore taken into account and the
partners create results together, to
answerrealproblems

Å The collaboration between all of these
different partnersalsohelpsto implement
results and broadly communicate right
from the project start



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

RIA ς Research and 
Innovation Action

¢ƻǘŀƭΥ ϵтaL[

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Υ ϵмaL[

Funding rate 100%

Action Grant Budget based
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline: 22 Feb 2024

Specific Topic conditions:

the proposals must use the multi-actor approach. 

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-zeropollution-01-3
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-zeropollution-01-3


Expected OUTCOME

The food sector contributes to food security but is also responsiblefor air, water and soil pollution. It can
contribute to biodiversity loss,soil erosion and climate change,and it consumesexcessiveamountsof natural
resources, including water and energy, while a significant amount of food is wasted. In supporting the
implementationof the EuropeanGreenDeal, the EUzero pollution action plan, the farm to fork strategy, the
Europeanclimate pact, the common agricultural policy and the common fisheries policy and the Food 2030
initiative.

Projectsresultsareexpectedto contribute to all the following expectedoutcomes:

Å Increasedoverall knowledgeof the environmentaland climate impactsstemmingfrom the food systems,
includingpotential trade-offs/synergieswith other sustainabilityaspects(environmental,social,economic).

Å Robust evidence-basedunderstandingof the impacts of food systemsrelated to direct and indirect soil,
water and air pollution that drive biodiversitylosses,soil erosion,climate changeand can negativelyaffect
humanhealth.

Å Improvedcapacityto reducethe environmentaland climate impactsof food systems, particularlyin relation
to pollution.

Å Support to actors across the food systems through new available knowledge,shared existing data on
environmentalandclimateimpactsof food systemsandidentificationof innovativesolutions.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Scope:

Thereis an increasingunderstandingof the impactsrelated to the green-housegas(GHG)emissionsstemming
from food systems. Aroundonethird of human-causedGHGemissionsworldwideoriginatefrom food systems.

A similarshareof emissionsisalsorecordedin Europe. Althoughthe largestshareof the GHGemissionsandother
relevant environmentalimpactscan be attributed to the primary food production (or harvestingin the caseof
fisheries),a significantamount of food-related environmental impacts is alsogeneratedin post-production and
post-harvest processesalong food supply chains. However,when consideringwider environmentaland climate
impactsof food systems,more information is neededto understandtheseimpacts,particularlywhen it comesto
pollution stemmingfrom food processing,manufacturing,packaging,distribution, trade, consumption(including
emergingfood consumptiontrends,suchasproductsof alternativediets),food wasteandendof life practices.

Therelevantdata coveringtheselatter industriesor practicesareoften lessavailableand/ or accessiblecompared
to the agriculturaldata, for examplethrough the CAPindicators. At the sametime, knowledgegapsalso exist
when it comesto environmentalimpactsof primary food production and harvesting. Therefore,the successful
proposal should fill the relevant knowledge and data gaps. It shouldexplainhow it will deliver co-benefits to
some of the Food 2030 priorities: climate, biodiversity and environment, circularity and resourceefficiency,
innovationandempoweringcommunities. Thedatashouldbe alignedwith andsupport the relevantobjectivesof
the upcomingSustainablefood systemframeworkinitiative.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Proposalsareexpectedto:

Å Collect relevant qualitative and quantitative data on environmental and climate impacts related to water, air and soil pollution
stemmingfrom the food systems,biodiversity losses,climate changeand negative impacts on human health, as well as data on
freshwaterconsumption,soilerosion,resourceandenergyefficiencyof food productionandsupplypractices.

Å Increasethe accessibilityof relevant high quality life cycle inventory data accordingto FAIRprinciplesand the 9¦Ωǎopen science
policybysettingup actionsto develop,reviewandmakeavailableexistingdatabases.

Å Providenew data basedon requirementsfor EnvironmentalFootprint compliantdatasetsand in line with the 2021Recommendation
on the useof the EnvironmentalFootprintmethods.

Å Assessthe environmentalimpactsof food systemsfrom a life-cycleperspective,usingthe EnvironmentalFootprintmethods.

Å Identify and map opportunities and innovative solutions, includingexistinggood practicesthat addressthe identified impactsand
promote the uptake of sustainablefood production (including harvesting)and/ or food supply practices,including consumption
practices,with minimumimpact.

Å Identify and map opportunities and innovative solutions, includingexistinggoodpractices,that maximisesynergiesamongthe three
dimensionsof sustainability(i.e. environmentalςincludingclimate and biodiversity,economic,social - includinghealth), different
sectors,aswell asactorsacrossthe food systems(from production/ harvestingto consumption),minimisingtrade-offs and reducing
pollutionaswell asother environmentalandclimateimpactsin food systemsasa whole.

Å Implement the multi-actorapproachby involvinga wide rangeof food systemactorsandconductinginter-disciplinaryresearch.

Å In order to achievethe expectedoutcomes,international cooperationis encouraged.

Å Whererelevant,buildon andexpandthe resultsof pastand ongoingresearchprojectsandcollaboratewith relevantinitiatives.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-3:

Environmental impacts of food systems



Tips to Succeed: Open Science

Source: Claudia Iasillo 2022 ï

OPEN SCIENCE IN HORIZON EUROPE



Tips to Succeed: FAIR Data in your proposal

Data will be identified through
labelsdescribingauthor, title, date,
provenance,DOI] and unique and
persistent identifiers [URL]. Also
indicatethat they will be storedfor
at least 10 years in a 'trusted
repository' such as institutional or
Zenodorepositories 

Describehow to get to the data andhow to
download it, if any. Instead, explain which
datacannotbe sharedopenly,if any.
Specifyhow accesswill be provided in case
of restrictions, e.g. through a data
committee, a licence or agreed with the
repository.

Indicate the possibledata formats
(CVS. PDF. Xlsx., etc).
It is important to makeit clearthat
the data will not be encryptedand
therefore reuse and interchange
will bepossible

Indicate that all data will
be reusable due to their
licence, preferably CCBY,
andCC0 for metadata.



Tips to Succeed: International Cooperation



Tips to Succeed: International Cooperation



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA ςInnovation Action ¢ƻǘŀƭΥ ϵмлaL[

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Υ ϵрaL[

Funding rate 100%

Lump Sum
Go to the 
call

Opening: 17 Oct 2023

Deadline: 22 Feb 2024

HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture

Specific Topic conditions:

Activities are expected to achieve TRL 6-7 by the end of the project  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-climate-01-1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-climate-01-1


Expected OUTCOME

In line with the EuropeanGreen5ŜŀƭΩǎfarm to fork strategy, EU water-related policies (notably the Water
FrameworkDirective),and the work doneanddatamadeavailableby the EuropeanEnvironmentalAgency(EEA),
successfulproposalswill contribute to increasingthe resilienceof agricultureto droughtwith innovativeirrigation
systemsthat increaseefficiencyin water management.

Projectsresultsareexpectedto contributeto all the following expectedoutcomes:

Å Solutionsandprevention tools for improvingwater managementin particularin areasexperiencingrecurrent
or permanentwater scarcityto anticipatesolutionsfor currentandfuture challengesin water management.

Å Supportavailablefor end-usersseekingto takeup innovativesolutionsin irrigation technologies.

Å Unlockingthe potential of recycledsewagesludgeandother biowastestreamsasalternative,safewater and
nutrient supplyresourcesfor agriculture.

Å Increased socio-economic and environmental potential of alternative irrigation practices such as fog
harvesting.

Å Reducedagricultural water demand, asa result of optimizedirrigation systems,includingnew opportunities
for alternativewater supplies,andexpectedinnovationsfrom the transitiontowardsmoresustainablefarming
systems,includingagroecology.

HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture



HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-1: Improving 

irrigation practices and technologies in agriculture
Scope:

Proposalsshouldaddressthe following:

Å Improvethe understandingof the composition, potential for irrigation in terms of efficiency,reliability andcost-effectivenessof sewage
sludgeandother biowastestreams,on conditionthat a safeuseof theserecycledproductsis possible,without a negativeimpacton the
environment,ensuringhighagronomicefficiencyof the nutrientstheycontain.

Å Integration and upscalingof the on-farm water managementpracticesand resultsat the catchmentlevelby quantifyingthe impactsof
water recyclingin the whole basin water balance,optimizing catchment-basedagriculture production, reducingrunoff patterns and
possiblechangesin hydrologicalcycleslinkedto climateconditions.

Å New or improved tools for an efficient combineduseof water and fertilizers via irrigation for different agriculturalsystems,including
agroecology,organicproduction,aswell asconventional,intensiveor urbanagriculture.

Å New, innovative forms of alternative water for agriculture (e.g., superabsorbentǇƻƭȅƳŜǊǎκΨǎƻƭƛŘǿŀǘŜǊΩύΣincludingevaluationof their
socio-economic,environmentalandhealthimpacts.

Å Improve practicesand solutions in small and large-scalefarms to deal with the effects of water abundance(rapid showers,floods)
and/or water scarcity.

Å Identification of societal and regulatory barriers hamperingupscalingof recycledwater-use and developmentof suitablesolutionsto
increasethe uptakein practice.

Å Recommendationsfor improvedand targetedincentivesandpoliciesat regional,nationaland EU-level to reducefinancialrisksfor early
adoptersof practicesdevelopedin the project.



TYPE of ACTION BUDGET DEADLINE

IA ςInnovation Action ¢ƻǘŀƭΥ ϵмлaL[

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Υ ϵрaL[

Funding rate 100%

Lump Sum
Go to the 
call

Deadline(s): 22 Feb 2024 (First Stage)
17 Sep 2024 (Second Stage)

HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two -

stage: Innovating for climate -neutral rural 

communities by 2050

Specific Topic conditions:

This topic is part of the blind evaluation pilot under which first 
stageproposalswill be evaluated blindly 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-1-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-1-two-stage


HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two -

stage: Innovating for climate -neutral rural 

communities by 2050
Expected OUTCOME

Thesuccessfulproposalwill contribute to fosteringa sustainable,balanced,equitableandinclusivedevelopmentof rural areas,supporting
the implementationof the long-term visionfor the9¦Ωǎrural areasand its objectives(in particularcontributing to strongerand resilient
rural areas)and to its flagshipinitiative άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘand innovation for rural ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέΣthe EuropeanGreenDeal, in particular the
climatepact, the fit for 55 package,the forest andbiodiversitystrategies,and the new soil strategyaswell asthe territorial agenda2030,
the commonagriculturalpolicy(CAP)andthe REPowerEUplan. In addition,proposalswill complementthe EUMissionClimate-Neutraland
SmartCities,coveringsparselypopulatedareas,andcontributeto the objectivesof the EUMissionΨ!SoilDealfor9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ.

Projectresultsareexpectedto contribute to all of following expectedoutcomes:

Å Rural communitiesare empowered and engagedin the greentransition and equippedwith strategiesand innovativesolutionsto
contributeto9¦Ωǎclimate-neutralityobjectives(by2035and2050) andbenefit from a climate-neutraleconomy;

Å Ruralcommunitiestake advantageof data, interoperable platforms and digital technologiesavailableto help them meet climate-
neutrality objectives,suchasdashboards,datavisualisationtechniques,modelling,digital twins of entire rural communitiesandtools
contributingto spatialplanning;

Å Policymakersare better informed about policy and regulatory frameworks, conditionsand processesthat are likely to encourage
ruralŀǊŜŀǎΩclimate-neutrality while sustainingan adequatesocialwelfareandwell-beingandavoidingnegativesocial,economicand
environmentalexternalities;

Å A strongerrural innovationecosystemis in placebringingtogether public and private playersand makingrural areasan attractive
placefor innovatorsto work andlive.



Scope:

Proposalsshouldaddressthe following:

Å design,prototype and test concreteinnovations(technical,social,organisational) supportingclimate-neutrality, zeropollution
and biodiversity enhancementin rural communities, possibly including initiatives such as nature-based solutions (NBS),
circularity and bioeconomy,bio-basedsolutions, community-energy systems,climate-neutral mobility, fire-prevention, etc.
Innovationsshould be co-created with rural stakeholdersto respondto their needsand tested for their feasibility for the
territorial developmentopportunitiesor drawbacksthat theybring;

Å includetraining and capacitybuilding for local administrationsand rural stakeholdersin order to createand maintain a rural
innovationecosystemand enablethem to makeuseor benefit from the successfulinnovationsdevelopedand from existing
fundingopportunitiesfor the greenanddigital transitions;

Å boost networking and enhancepeer-to-peer learning between communitiesand capitaliseon lessonslearnt making them
availableasrecommendationsfor policymakersat variouslevels(European,national,regionalandlocal);

Å Proposalsare encouragedto fully exploit and build complementaritieswith the ongoingwork regardingthe establishmentof
the EuropeanOpenScienceCloudandinteract with relevantprojectsdevelopingmetadatastandardsandaddedvaluetools to
ensureinteroperabilitywithin andacrossfieldsof study.

Å Thistopic shouldinvolvethe effectivecontribution of socialsciencesand humanities(SSH), (e.g., for expertisein behavioural
change,etc.) and must implement the multi-actor approachby involvingrelevantstakeholdersfrom an early stage(e.g. rural
communitiesrepresentatives,small-mediumenterprises-SMEs,etc., end-users,localauthorities,etc.).

HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-1-two -

stage: Innovating for climate -neutral rural 

communities by 2050
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European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)

You can search your data based on either for Scientific domain or Categories

Interface where 

information will appear 


