
A QUALITATIVE STUDY ON THE NEEDS OF NON TRADITIONAL STUDENTS
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Identifying the 
nontraditional 

students

Identifying their 
difficulties

Suggesting 
solutions for 

reducing school 
dropout

STUDENT FOR STUDENT
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What motivated them to study psychology?

What changes appeared in their lives after admission? 

What were the difficulties they faced?
What solutions do they propose?

To what extent does dropout intention occur?

METHOD

Questionnaire to identify the target group

2 semi-structured group interviews based on an 

interview guide
duration of 1.5-2 hours each

14 participants - 1st and 2nd year students 

Interview analysis - QSR Nvivo

PARTICIPANTS

7%

rural areas
86%

with children
58%

married
86%

>25 years
79%

working
65%

1st year 

students

RESULTS

Motivation

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Increasing numbers of nontraditional students 

(>25 years; working; with children)

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Difficulties Dropout risk

Solutions

Online/hybrid 

Flexibility
Fewer attendences

Classes in the afternoon/week-end 

Reduced frequency classes 

Mentoring
Support groups

Romanian literature

The positives

Development, 

challenge

„joie de 
vivre”

New people 

and 

connections

Understanding 

people and 

relations

Life with a 

purpose

Ambition, 

motivation

Seed project idea for continuing the research!!
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