
the maintenance of herbaceous cover crops and other plant communities and configurations that favor the pre-
sence of pests natural enemies, the use of residues and by-products from olive groves as fertilizers, or the decrease 
in chemical inputs enabled by the introduction of grazing animals, are some management practices that, either 
indidividually or combined, benefit both the environment and the farmer´s pocket.

EVOO producing countries and regions are charac-
terized by distinctive combinations of olive grove 
management practices. Such combinations are 
driven by the contingent socio-ecological and socio-
economic characteristics, traditions, culture and 
economic barriers in each territory.

it is now unanimously acknowledged that organic olive groves are a sustainable approach to management. However, 
there are many combinations of sustainable management practices that contribute to reducing the environmental
impact of conventional olive groves and favor the agroecological transition essential to future societal sustainability.

In addition, olive farmers who implement sustainable management practices demonstrate not just a 
commitment to their business and the environment, but also to the future of their local communities, 
landscapes and regions.

did you know that... 
PRACTICES
SUSTAINABLE  

THE PECULIARITIES 
 IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

The maintenance of herbaceous cover crops is a very
common practice in PORTUGAL and ITALY.

The use of plant protection-based solutions is yet 
uncommon in MOROCCO and TUNISIA.

It is common to see cattle grazing on olive farms in 
MOROCCO.

The remains of olive pruning are usually used as 
soil fertilizer in SPAIN, PORTUGAL and ITALY.
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the future of the sector
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are organic olive groves the only sustainable model for olive tree cultivation, or not ? 
 

Combinations of management practices in the SUSTAINOLIVE experimental plots with higher sustainability indices
Note that the location of the combinations around the silhouette of each country is random extra info

is the highest quality olive oil classification which involves a free acidity, 
expressed as oleic acid, of not more than 0.8 grams per 100 grams. It must 
be produced entirely by mechanical means without the use of any solvents 
and under temperatures less than 30°C that will not degrade the oil.

EVOO (Extra Virgin Olive Oil)


